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Aug. 6, 2020 

Dear Bellefontaine City School District Community, 

 Bellefontaine City School District has been working tirelessly to plan for the safe reopening of schools for the upcoming 
2020-21 school year.  I need to publicly thank administrators and over 20 staff members who have devoted their time, 
effort, and energy as part of our Reopening Task Force. The teams have worked to ensure our plans follow and adhere 
to our goal for reopening: To maximize and prioritize the health and safety of students, staff, families and community 
while providing the most robust and rigorous education program possible.  In response to a family survey conducted 
several weeks ago, we have been trying to plan for two options- five days a week in school, in-person instruction and 
five days a week at home virtual instruction.   

As was shared previously, the biggest challenge we have faced has been trying to interpret school reopening guidance, 
which has been largely inconsistent.  Guidance continues to change often, with updated Ohio Department of Health, 
Ohio Department of Education, the CDC and our local health department.  For example, as of August 4, the newest 
guidance released is for all students K-12 wear a mask.  

I want to acknowledge the stress and anxiety that each of you have been experiencing amidst all of this uncertainty.  I 
am sure this is causing emotions to run high as you are worried about the well-being of your families and loved ones.  
These circumstances have had a dramatic impact on district staff as well.  In trying to best serve the wide variety of 
needs of our families, I have insisted we continue down the planning path of offering the two options.  I feel I may have 
been overly focused on “can” we offer all two options for parents, instead of considering “should” we be trying to do so. 

While any return to school plan has its risk of exposure to Covid -19, I do know we can reduce that risk by implementing 
a Blended Learning Model for families who selected in person education as their option. This decision has been made 
with full consideration of our community’s needs. We understand that families need to return to work and have a safe 
place for their children to be during the day. However, we do not feel we should rush students back into the classroom 
until it is safe.  

Our team regrouped this week to reconsider our options and plans.  After developing an updated framework, I briefed 
the BCS school board with our recommendations to start school in a Blended Learning Model.  This model allows half 
the students in a school to attend 2 days a week and participate online 3 days a week.  Students will be divided by A-L 
and M-Z according to the last name of the oldest child in the home.  

Final Forms is still open. You can log in and revise your Reopening of Schools form.  If you chose in person learning, 
students will attend school 2 days a week in the building and 3 days online. If you select remote learning, the student 
will be educated online 5 days a week.   As previously planned, you are selecting a mode of education for the first 
semester.   

 We look forward to kicking off a safe and exciting school year. Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

Sincerely, 

Brad Hall 

 


